Carroll County Board of Developmental Disabilities

CCBDD
News

Volume 2 Issue 2

Summer Edition

Special Points of Interest
 Superintendent Remarks
 Carroll Hills School
 School Nurse
 Early Intervention

Julie Ketchum and Jerry Detweiler

 Self Advocacy

We hope your dreams take you …

 Employment News
 Provider News

To the corners of your smiles,

 Special Olympics

To the highest of your hopes,

2021 Community Report Card

To the window of your opportunities,

WEBSITE:

and to the most special places

carrollcbdd.org

Your heart has ever known.

For Paper Copies of the
Newsletters and Annual Report
Call—330-627-6555

Congratulations Graduates!

Every end has
a new beginning

2020 Annual Report

F a c e b o o k . co m / ca r r o l lc b d d

Volume 2 Issue 2

Matt Campbell, Superintendent
Time flies when you are having fun! I am happy to report Carroll Hills School was
able to complete the entire school year with in person instruction. Staff and
students did a great job following all safety precautions. Our school and buses
remained clean and well disinfected due to staff diligence. Although we are
looking forward to summer, we will miss our students and especially the graduates,
Jerry Detweiler and Julie Ketchum. I wish you much success in the next chapter of
your life!
April was “Autism Acceptance Month” which in the past was referred to
“Autism Awareness Month”. Autism, also called autism spectrum disorder (ASD), is a complicated condition that
includes communication and behavioral issues and can involve a wide range of symptoms and skills. ASD can be a
minor problem or a disability that needs full time care in a special facility. Common symptoms of autism can
include: a lack of eye contact, a narrow range of interests or intense interest in certain topics, repeating words or
phrases, rocking back and forth or repeatedly flipping a switch or lever. Someone with autism may experience a
high sensitivity to sound, touch, smell or sight while others with the disorder may not want to be held or cuddled.
An autism diagnosis could hinder the understanding of speech, gestures, facial expressions and tone of voice while
the affected person could speak in a sing-song, flat, or robotic voice and have trouble adapting to changes in
routine. Some children with autism could have seizures but may not experience them until the start of adolescence.
Autism Spectrum Disorder includes Asperger’s syndrome, Autism, Childhood

disintegration disorder and Pervasive developmental disorder. Autism runs in
families with certain combinations of genes increasing a child’s risk. Autism is four
times more likely in boys than girls and older parents have a higher risk of having a
child with ASD. Experts are unclear as to why autism occurs and there is no cure.
Treatment behavior and communication therapy help with structure and organization. Applied Behavior Analysis
promotes positive behavior and discourages negative behavior. Occupational therapy addresses life skills by
focusing on dressing, eating and relating to people. Sensory integration therapy could help those who react
adversely to being touched or with sights and sounds. Speech therapy works to improves communication. Doctors
can prescribe medications to alleviate symptoms of ASD, which include attention disorders, hyperactivity and

anxiety.
I encourage you to view Mark Rober’s video, The Truth About my Son.
The Carroll County Board of Developmental Disabilities’ vision is an
integrated community. We focus on giving people with disabilities the
opportunities you and I often take for granted every day. We are all
different and unique and have something special to offer to the world.
My staff and providers are doing great things by helping people with
disabilities achieve more. A big thank you goes out to the community
who help to make this all possible.
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News from the Principal
This has been an unusual school year to say the least. First of all, I am very
thankful that we were able to complete a full school year. We did not have to
close the entire school for even one day due to Covid-19. I am also thankful to
the staff for the extra cleaning each day and to the parents who performed
morning health checks and kept students home when needed. Masks were worn
and social distancing was in place but we survived and had a great school
year. Many preschool students will graduate and go on to Kindergarten, we wish
them the best of luck. Julie and Jerry have attended Carroll Hills
School since preschool and both will graduate from high school
in June. After graduation, Julie plans to attend Starlight
Enterprises while Jerry chose to attend Family Disabilities
Services. Congratulations and best wishes. I am beyond proud of the
accomplishments all of our students have made this year and cannot
wait to see everyone in the fall. I hope you have a great summer. Go Cougars!
Ryan Buck, Director of Educational Services

This has been a great year in the
intermediate class. All of the students have
grown so much since the beginning of the
year. Each student has improved in sight
word recognition, writing, math and their
individual therapy goals. The classroom
teacher, Miss Roz, had her baby recently so
the class has been enjoying Zoom calls with
her and her new baby. The students are
enjoying the warmer weather and playing
on the playground and even working and
looking at books outside.
Congratulations to the
Malone family on your
new bundle of joy!
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A message from the
Ticks have been around a long time. As a matter of
fact, back to the Cretaceous period, which dates from
66 million to 144 million years ago. Dinosaurs dominated the land.

More than 90 species of ticks occur in the continental
US. Ticks can cause diseases, infection, parasites or
Kim Yeager, RN
viruses that are spread by the bite of an infected tick.
The most common are Lyme Disease, Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever, Ehrichiosis, Babesiosis and Anaplasmosis. In Ohio, the types of ticks that can cause disease are the American
dog tick which can transmit Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, the blacklegged tick also know as the “deer tick” which can transmit Lyme disease, anaplasmosis and parasites that cause babesiosis, and the lone star tick that can transmit the bacteria that
can cause ehrichiosis.
Symptoms of tick-borne disease include fever and/or chills, headache, muscle pain, general tiredness, joint pain and stiff neck.

Most tick-borne diseases are diagnosed through laboratory blood tests.
Treatment can be treated with antibiotics although Babesiosis is treated with antiprotozoal drugs.
Tick-borne diseases can be prevented by dressing properly (light colored clothes, pants tucked in socks and long sleeved shirt),
wearing an insect repellant like DEET and performing tick checks. Remove ticks from clothes before going indoors. Bathe or
shower as soon as possible after coming indoors and conduct a full body tick check. Safely remove any found ticks by shielding
fingers with a paper towel or use tweezers. Grasp the tick close to the skin. With steady pressure, pull the tick straight up and
out. Avoid crushing the tick. Do not use a hot match, cigarette, nail polish, petroleum jelly or other products to remove a tick.
After removing, thoroughly disinfect the bite site and wash hands with soap and water.
Most people bitten by a tick will not get a disease. Not all ticks are infected with diseases. Ticks that are infected, usually
have to be attached to the host for several hours to several days to transmit disease. Prompt removal will significantly reduce
the risk of infection. If you do develop symptoms, see your physician.

Ticks can also be identified by the Carroll County Health Department. You can contact them at (330) 627-4866 and speak to
the Environmental Department to schedule a time to bring in the tick in a zip lock bag to be identified. Please note that they
do not do any testing on the tick to see if it carries disease/infection.

ANT
BEETLE
BUMBLE BEE
BUTTERFLY
CATERPILLAR
CENTIPEDE
CICADA
COCKROACH
CRICKET
EARWIG
FIREFLY
GRASSHOPPER
GREEN DARNER
HORNET
LADYBUG
LOCUST
MOTH
SILVERFISH
SPIDER
TERMITE
TICK
WASP

CCBDD Drug Free Workplace Training
was held in April for staff and we were
honored to have a couple board members
attend as well.
Instructor, Kim Yeager RN, does an
amazing job keeping this annual training
interesting year after year. We want to
thank you for all your effort!
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Preschool 1

Countdown to

The school year is quickly coming to an end. Preschool 1 students are counting down the days to summer by
reviewing the alphabet. Each day is a review of a letter combined with a theme day until we make it to the letter
Z, which is the last day of school! Some of the fun theme days include the letter S for summer birthdays, the letter
W for water day and the letter Z for zooming out of preschool. Every day is packed full of fun before we hang up
our backpacks and put on our flip flops for summer. This school year has been a different kind of
year, but we’ve made so many memories, while of course learning and having loads of fun along the
way. Have a great summer.
Mackenzie Ray, Preschool 1 Teacher

Do you have concerns about your child’s development?
Eligible children ages birth through two years old can receive free Early Intervention services.
What is Ohio Early Intervention?
A statewide system that provides coordinated services to parents of
infants and toddlers with disabilities or developmental delays in Ohio.
Services are based on the county that you reside in. We use a coaching
model to help you advance your child’s development.

Anyone can make a referral.
If you have a concern, call us at 1-800-755-4760 or complete a simple,
online referral at ohioearlyintervention.org (scroll to the middle of the
page). We will set up a time to talk to you that fits into your schedule.
For further information regarding Carroll County E.I. Services,
contact Jessica Lafferty at (330) 432-5775.

Page 5

Jessica Lafferty, checking in on a family via Zoom.
CCBDD News

Volume 2 Issue 2

Carrollton

Class

My students have been working so hard on phonics,
identifying numbers and letters, sight words and
handwriting. We adopted two African Dwarf Frogs
for the classroom and had a party to celebrate their
arrival! It was a very fun day. The frogs are named
Hoppy and Jumpy and we share in the responsibility
of knowing how much and when to feed them.
Another fun activity was assembling and painting
wind chimes to hang in the classroom.
We’ve had a great school year and are so
excited for summer!
Ashley Irwin Elementary Teacher

Can you believe the school year is coming to an end? Pre-K students learned letters, numbers, shapes,

3-D shapes and so much more. They’ve also made friendships, had dance parties, told jokes and had
many laughs. My students have worked so hard this year
and I can’t wait to celebrate all their accomplishments these
last two weeks. As the year comes to an end, we’ve decided
to do the ABC countdown to summer. Each day we’ll review
a letter of the alphabet along with a special activity. We
started at A, which was arts and crafts and will end with Z, which is our ZOOMing
out of Pre-K party.
16 Pre-K students will be graduating and moving on
to Kindergarten. My staff and I are so proud of each
and every one of you and can’t wait to see your
progress in elementary school. Have a happy and
healthy summer!
Kaitlyn Carte, Pre-K Teacher
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Mary Service, Preschool 2 Teacher

With anticipation our year began
Backpacks, folders and children sprang in
Rambunctious, nervous, excited, shy
Each as alight as a shining firefly

The calendar read early September,
But, in a blink of an eye, December!
Letters and numbers swam in each brain
Lining up for recess in an ever taller train
George taught social skills and what to do
And as time flew by they became a tightknit crew
We sang lots of songs and had tons of fun
And before we knew it, the school year was done
Now that the calendar is turned to May
We want each precious one to stay
But, alas, they were ours only for a time
So joy and happiness is what we hope they will find
We love each one and hold them dear
We wish for them a wonderful new school year!
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This year has been an interesting one, for sure! But, through it all, our high school students have worked hard and
made a lot of progress. Classroom staff are so proud of all the work our students have done and all the goals they
have met.
From the beginning of the year, students have been able to work at various locations in the community. They have
cleaned at Knickers, Carroll Lanes and a local church. They’ve shredded paper at the Board Offices and at our
school. In the classroom, they’ve vacuumed, washed and dried laundry and shopped for groceries. It has been
amazing to watch them grow their skills.
Not only have they kept busy with work, but the students have also helped to complete several community service

activities. In the fall, they decorated pumpkins and made a “Despicable Me” themed scarecrow for the Friendship
Center. During DD month, the students helped assemble flower candy for Meals on Wheels. During the past
month, students have created paper and recycled plastic flower centerpieces that will be donated to Centreville
Village.
It has been a great year. The high school staff hopes everyone has a happy and safe summer and we can’t wait to
see everyone back in the fall!
Nancy Boley, High School Teacher

Miss Jen’s art class has been working on a project called Art Transformed to Music.
Students art work was transformed into music using breakthrough image-recognition technology called Unspoken
Symphony. Check out these cool projects on Facebook carrollcbdd.org
Unspoken Symphony was created for all those who struggle to express themselves verbally. Inspired by a little girl who can’t speak, it
transforms artwork into an original melody, giving the world a chance to communicate and connect with loved ones like never before.
For more information Unspoken Symphony https://www.unspokensymphony.com/see-our-story
Page 8

Volume 2 Issue 2

Self Advocacy
Advocacy groups are wrapping up a three month series on discovering strengths, abilities, communication skills,
boundaries and goals. Next, we’ll move on to discover our wants and needs and learn how to effectively
advocate for ourselves. Groups will focus on recognizing barriers and
learn to problem solve using the Step 5 technique, a model from
Project Stir.
Advocates have also been participating in fun activities
such as game nights and art projects. These are great
ways to build relationships, share thoughts and ideas and
laugh together. Heather and Alyssa are pictured with
their art projects.
The Carroll County People First May meeting was held
in-person for the officers and via Zoom for members.
My hope is to slowly open the meetings back up to
in-person very soon. Meetings are held on the third
Wednesday of every month at 4 PM.
The new Carroll County People First logo is
“I can be my own Superhero” submitted by Devin Barker.
Congratulations Devin!
Ashley Hyde, Community Network Coordinator

Community Employment
I’m very excited to announce the JET program will begin on June 14. There were 26
applications returned for interested workers to participate in the summer program. A
popular job that will be returning every Friday is car detailing. The price per car is $15. If you’d like to schedule a
time to have your vehicle detailed, please call me 330-627-6555.

Reva Castelucci, Job Coach
Community Employment Success Stories
Tessa Gray was hired at Great Trail Golf Course in July, 2020.
She’s done an excellent job learning her job duties and works
well with her coworkers.
Rebecca Easterday is employed at Wendy’s and has recently
started working longer shifts to help with coverage at the restaurant. She was very excited when she received pins at work
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CCBDD would like to take this opportunity to introduce and welcome a
new provider agency REAACH, LLC. to Carroll County.

REAACH, LLC.
Realistic, Experiences, Acceptance, Accommodations, Choices, Help

REAACH is a new provider agency serving people with developmental
disabilities. Owned and operated by Neal Isherwood and Sabrina Seal, who

have a combined 50 years’ experience. We are currently certified through
DODD, providing an array of services such as Homemaker Personal Care,
Supported Living, Non-Medical Transportation, Supported Employment,
Career Planning and Individual and Group Employment. We are in the
process of applying for Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD) to provide Employment First services.
REAACH is a person-centered provider focusing on helping people reach their dreams and goals in life. We will
teach people what they want to learn and explore, whether it be to gain employment, obtain a driver’s license,
take care of their home, learn money skills, math, reading, etc.
We want people to live their best life and be successful!
If you would like to learn more about our company, please contact us at:
Neal Isherwood 330-301-0373 or neal@reaach.org
Sabrina Seal 330-324-4772 or seal@reaach.org

Carroll County Support Group is for parents or guardians of children with
developmental disabilities. All Ages!
Meetings are held the 3rd Monday of every month.

These meetings are for you to learn the resources available, meet other
parents that may have similar struggles, receive advice or you may give
advice. Feel free to share your story or just listen. Hosted by Sabrina Seal
and Carroll Hills Council.

Come join us for some great conversation and refreshments!

Next meeting:

June 21, 2021 6pm – 8pm

Held at Starlight Enterprises, 705A Canton Rd. NW, Carrollton, Oh. 44615
Call or text Sabrina Seal at 330-324-4772 or seal@reaach.org
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Cougars bowling, basketball and track seasons have all ended. Bocce practice
continues once a week through June 24, 2021. Upcoming tournaments are May 22, at
the Minerva High School field with Stark County athletes and the final tournament on
June 24, at Family Disabilities Services.
Golf begins on July 16 at the Great Trail Golf Course in
Minerva. More information and signup sheets to come
soon.

Athletes who participated in Special Olympics during the
2020-2021 season will receive a T-shirt and an activity packet from Special Olympics
Ohio so that they can participate in Summer Games Reimagined. Shirts and packets
will be delivered in June.
Carroll County Special Olympics will host an 18-Hole Golf Outing on August 14 as a
fundraiser to help with yearly costs.

The final bowling
practice was Friday,

May 14. Each
participant received
a trophy and a
certificate for
bowling during the
COVID –19 Pandemic.

Track season finished at the Minerva
Track Meet on May 15. Carroll County
and Tuscarawas County athletes
competed while also having a great time.
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5/31 - Memorial Day—Entire Program Closed
6/02 - Preschooler’s Last Day of School
6/03 - Student’s Last Day of School
6/04 - School Staff Last Day
7/05 - Independence Day—Observed—Program Closed
8/20 - School Staff In-service: Hours 8am-3pm
8/23 - School Staff In-service: Hours 8am-3pm
8/24 - First Day of School for School-Age Program
9/06 - Labor Day—Entire Program Closed
9/24 - 2 Hour Delay—School Only
10/11 - Columbus Day Observed—Entire Program Closed
10/22 - All Staff In-service - Entire Program Closed
11/11 - Veteran’s Day Observed - Entire Program Closed

2021
COMMUNITY REPORT CARD

Encouraging, Supporting and Respecting People on their Journey Through Life
2020 was a challenging and difficult year. Carroll County Board of DD faced the COVID-19 pandemic which altered traditional
services. We learned many things about our safety plans that were already in place, how to navigate changes brought on by the
pandemic and how to use technology more efficiently. The Board continued to work diligently on the 2019-2021 Strategic Plan
goals and had much success while developing an engaged workforce, investing in innovative programs, achieving meaningful
outcomes and financial accountability.
The Board stepped up support of providers during this pandemic. Some adult day service providers were
unable to be open during the Governor’s stay at home order. The Board provided a one-time payment
match of $15,000 to help cover lost income for these providers. The Board provided personal protective
equipment for all providers free of charge. The Board provided a $25,000 mini
grant to providers to cover pandemic related expenses. The Board also showed
appreciation to direct support professionals who continued to provide service
during the pandemic with gift cards to Jimmy’s Pizzeria and Sanders Market.
The Board implemented a Shared Work Ohio plan during the Governor’s stay at
home order to minimize staff being laid off and allow staff to work from home.
Carroll Hills teachers did a great job transitioning from in class instruction to
remote learning. Carroll Hills School was able to start the 2020-2021 school year
with in person instruction. Staff did such a great job cleaning and following
COVID-19 guidelines that the school has been able to remain in person instruction.
Carroll County Board of DD is in great financial shape. We reached our goal of one year of reserve
and was able for the third time to hold back our main operating levy by a half a mill for 2021 calendar
year. The Board also completed the transitional waiting list. We ended the year with 86 Individual
Options Waivers, 38 Level 1 and 4 Self Empowered Life Funding Waivers. More importantly, our
waiting list is at 10 people and we have resources to address immediate needs.
2020 was a challenging year. I want to say thank you to all my wonderful staff and to all the providers in Carroll County. Providers
and staff have met the challenges of the pandemic and quality services have remained. Thank you for your support and thank you
to all County Board staff and providers for your hard work!
Superintendent Matt Campbell

What We Do and Who We Support
CARROLL HILLS SCHOOL

We coordinate services and supports in ways
that are meaningful to each person.
We fund supports from birth throughout a
person’s entire life.
We monitor supports to ensure that people
are healthy and safe.
We are there 24 hours, 7 days a week and
365 days for people with disabilities.

289
lives
touched

by
CCBDD

38 Families
received
Early
Intervention
Services

William

20
ADULTS
receiving
employment

102

22

Children School-Age
served in
children
Preschool
served
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Because of YOU we change lives
As the primary funder of supports for eligible people with
physical and intellectual disabilities, we rely on the support of
local tax payers, who provide the means for us to help
people achieve their full potential. These supports change
lives for the better and include early intervention for babies
and toddlers, school-age assistance, transition from school
to work, job related training, employment, respite,
residential and transportation services.

!

Board of Directors

P.O. Box 429, Carrollton, OH 44615

330-627-6555 - Facebook: Carroll County Board of DD

Dedicated to support and serve individuals
with developmental disabilities

Patti Gotschall , President
Raye Oheidhin, Vice President
Diana Strader, Secretary
Deb Postlewaite

Kristen Long
Debra Shaw
Katie Bailey

The Carroll County Board of DD meets on the fourth
Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 540 High St. NW,
Carrollton, OH 44615

Preschoolers in the Spotlight

Rochelle, Ezra and Baylee

Carroll Hills Preschool Program is made up with half of the students with a variety of
special needs, and the other half being typical role models, or classmates. This inclusive
model teaches classmates how to be a good friend, encourages leadership and
strengthens personality traits of empathy, understanding and compassion. The students
with special needs get the much needed extra support, along with individualized,
specialized instruction to help them become ready for Kindergarten, as well as various
therapy/behavioral needs. This model works well because this is life; we are all included,
not separated, and we must learn to work and live with people with different needs.

Baylee Parrish and Rochelle Stack are preschool students in Mrs. Service’s classroom. Both girls have become great friends with
the students with special needs in their classroom. They display leadership qualities as they are rotated at table time to help their
friends with assignments and also kindly remind them to stay focused. Baylee and Rochelle prompt friends and classmates to
complete morning tasks as they arrive at school. The pair are also good helpers during center time as engage in parallel play while
interacting with others during associative play. Thank you Baylee and Rochelle for being nice and respectful young girls!
Ezra Moran began preschool in 2018 and struggled with sitting, transitioning, eating and communicating. Fast forward to present
day, Ezra arrives at school and hangs up his coat and backpack with prompting. He completes morning assignments, turns it in and
returns the supplies to the proper place. Ezra knows the alphabet and numbers up to 30. He interacts with his peers while also
learning and saying the names of his teachers. He enjoys snack time and has started cleaning up his area when he’s finished at
school and home. These tasks are evidence that Ezra is making huge strides in his journey towards independence. We are so very
proud of his ability and all of the hard work that he puts in each day.
These students deserve the spotlight as they are a great representation of how inclusion benefits everyone.

