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Matt Campbell, Superintendent
This is the time of year when we focus on what we are thankful for. My list
is so long, I don’t want to bore you so I’ll just mention a few. I am an avid
hunter and was blessed to get a 5x5 bull elk on an over the counter public
land hunt in Colorado on September 7, 2020. I was also able to shoot a big
buck on Election Day, November 3, 2020. I am so thankful for my
grandkids. Emmitt and Lydia have brought so much joy to my family! I am
thankful to be married to my high school sweetheart for 28 years. I’m also
thankful to have a job that I love, I’ve worked for the Carroll County Board
for 23 years.
I know this has been a rough year for many. It was a crazy election year and on top of that dealing with
the COVID-19 pandemic. We continue to be blessed with very few cases affecting county board services
and even provider services. My staff have done a phenomenal job meeting all the guidelines, providing
quality services and keeping everyone healthy. I cannot say enough of how proud I am of our local
providers to continue to provide services under duress. All providers are doing a great job and we need to
give a special thank you to all direct support staff for their service.
The County Board is here for providers and those served. We continue to offer personal protective
equipment and cleaning supplies free of charge to providers. The Board has provided extra funding
through grants, match payments and one-time payments to help offset increased costs during the
pandemic. We are also looking at providing additional money to help offset increased overtime costs for
homemaker personal care services. I encourage providers to contact the Board for any needs especially
staffing, overtime and personal protective equipment. We want to ensure services continue and realize
there is a surge in COVID-19 cases which affect staff availability.
The Board continues to operate our school in person and the Board offices remain open. I fully believe
students are safer being in our school since we are following all the guidelines. We have even noticed
less sickness with the extra disinfecting taking place in our school and buses. Again, I want to thank all
providers and county board staff for doing such an amazing job during the pandemic. I also want to send
a special THANK YOU to the community because your funding makes this all possible!
From my family to yours, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Front row L-R Kelly Kidder, Missy Toothman and Lisa Erwin Back row L-R Matt Campbell, Superintendent /
SSA Director, Shannan Boone, Kelly Kail and Denise Jurosko

Service and Support Administration supports individuals in identifying
and pursuing life goals while coordinating services across multiple
systems. Service and Support Administrators (SSAs) are the primary
point of coordination for services the person needs and wants to receive.
SSAs see that assessments are completed, the ISP is developed and
implemented and services are coordinated.
Who is eligible for SSA services?

2019/2020 brought changes
to the SSA department as we
welcomed Denise Jurosko,
Kelly Kidder and Kelly Kail.
We also said farwell to
Vicki (Brumback) Kirk after
20 years of service.
Best of luck ladies!

SSA services are available to Carroll County residents who have a
documented developmental disability that occurs prior to the age of 22
and have been determined eligible to receive county board services.
How is an individual determined to be eligible for Services?
An individual requesting services, ten years of age and over, must be
determined eligible through the administration of the Ohio Level of Care
Assessment. Support must be needed in at least three of the seven life
domains assessed. These domains include: Mobility, Self-Care,
Self-Direction, Capacity for Independent Living, Economic Proficiency
(16 and over) and Learning / Cognition.
Children, ages six through nine must be determined eligible through
administration of the Functional Assessment. For children ages six
through nine, support must be needed in at least three of the domains
listed above, excluding Economic Proficiency.

Wishing you much joy and
happiness as you begin a
new chapter in your life.

For more information regarding eligibility, contact JoAnn Hilliard at
330-627-6555.
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Happy Holidays! This school year has
been like no other here at Carroll Hills
School. We may have less
students and we may not
see everyone’s smiling faces
behind our masks, but we
are working hard and
learning a lot. First, I want to
highlight the tremendous job
staff have been doing cleaning and sanitizing our school.
We’ve been following a very detailed
cleaning checklist several times a day.
Luckily, we have not had to close the
school or go remote due to COVID19. I really believe the extra cleaning
and sanitizing is working! This is great
and much appreciated. Students have
been participating in many exciting
activities and holiday themed
learning. I hope everyone has a fun,
relaxing and safe holiday break. I look
forward to seeing everyone in 2021.

We have been busy decorating cookies, making felt
snowmen and playing holiday math games. We also will
be coloring holiday tote bags, making ornaments, and
having a holiday party before switching to
remote learning on December 7th.

Ryan Buck
Carroll Hills School Principal

Ashley Irwin, Carroll Hills Teacher
This classroom is located at Carrollton Elementary School
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Kristen Long, Trustee on the Ohio Association of County
Boards of Developmental Disabilities
The Carroll County Board of DD is proud to announce that Kristen
Long won the December 2, 2020 election to become a Trustee on the
Ohio Association of County Boards of Developmental Disabilities.
There were two candidates competing for the at-large seat to become
one of the eight Board Trustees. The President of the Board of
Trustees selects the members of each committee and defines each
committee's responsibilities for that year. Committees typically meet
on a monthly basis and work directly with OACB staff to set the
association's goals. Committee recommendations are considered by
the full Board and are used to guide the association's efforts.
Kristen, at the age of 12, was diagnosis with Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva, but was determined not to let this developmental
disability stand in the way of following her dreams. She currently
serves as a board member for the Carroll County Board of DD and is
employed full time by the Carroll County General Health District as the
Administrative Assistant in the Nursing Division.
“I am honored to serve knowing that others are supporting my efforts. I’ll be a voice for individuals from
Carroll County as well as neighboring counties at a higher level. I am thankful for Superintendent Matt
Campbell’s support and encouragement through this process. I applied and won the election and am
extremely proud and excited to obtain such an influential position at the OACB”, Kristen stated.
Superintendent Matt Campbell said, “I am excited that Kristen will now have the ability to represent the
small counties in the state. A smaller county’s perspective is unique, and the issues are not the same as
in a larger urban county. Kristen’s representation will not only help Carroll County but also other counties
similarly situated.”

Community Employment
Thank you and congratulations to our essential
employees who were able to maintain their
employment during the 2020 pandemic. Despite the
many changes they faced while working the
community, these employees continued working
every scheduled day since the beginning of Covid 19.
The CCBDD rewarded them with gift cards to show
our appreciation.
Kristen Long- Carroll County
Health Department
William Sutton- Razor Rents
Mitchell Imhoff- Kishman’s IGA
Becky Easterday- Wendy’s
Carrie Crowl- Wendy’s
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Preschool 1
News

Preschool 1 students have been very busy with the
hustle and bustle of the holidays. Our Halloween
activity was carving jack-o-lanterns and for
Thanksgiving we set turkey traps in hopes of
catching a turkey for our feast. We are now
focused on different Christmas themes each week
including The Grinch, Polar Express and Christmas
Around the World. We also have a special helper in
our room that was sent from Santa himself, Buddy the
Elf. He’s been watching us to see if we are making good
choices so he can report back to Santa.
I’m confident we will all be making the
nice list this year!
Happy Holidays
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-Miss Ray

Early Intervention
Early Intervention is a team of professionals that include a service coordinator,
developmental specialist, physical therapist, occupational therapist and speech
therapist that service infant and toddlers from birth to three with developmental
delays. Other specialists may include a BCMH (Bureau of Children with Medical
Handicap) nurse from the County Health Department’s hearing vision and parenting
programs. Once a child turns three years old, we’ll assist in transitioning them to
the next program such as preschool. Normally, services take place in the home
because that is the best learning environment for a child that age, but during the
pandemic, services are delivered virtually. Our model is coaching the parents/family
with strategies to help the child meet goals, which is still being accomplished
through programs such as Zoom. For some families technology is
not an option so contact with those people is via phone calls.
While it is difficult not being able to interact with the children, we
are keeping everyone safe by staying in contact electronically and
we love being able to see them on a computer screen. Any child
birth to three years old with a diagnosis or expected delays can be
referred to Early Intervention for an evaluation to determine if they
qualify for services. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from
the E.I. team!
Jessica Lafferty, Developmental Specialist
Remote Visit
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The COVID-19 pandemic is raging across the United States and Ohio. And as much as we ’d all
like to carry on with the holiday traditions we love, it’s safer to make some changes this year.
Taking precautions to prevent COVID-19 is especially important to help protect your family.
Below are some creative suggestions for celebrating safely.
Get together for a virtual activity. Virtual holidays are safest, and there are a lot of fun things you can
do. You and your family might not be enthusiastic about sitting in front of your computer and chatting.
How about doing something else together virtually? * Send holiday gifts and open them virtually. * Send out
gingerbread house kits ahead of time and put them together. * Watch classic holiday shows like “Frosty the
Snowman” or your favorite show. * Check on your favorite college football team in one of the bowl games.
* Bake holiday gifts or create holiday crafts together. * Play a board game. You can play Yahtzee, Boggle,
Pictionary and other games over video chat. And there are online versions of classic game like Monopoly,
Clue and Life you can try.

Make any in-person gatherings as safe as possible. Many health experts do not recommend seeing
family and friends in-person this year. It is best not to have in-person gatherings at all, especially those
including family that do not live with you or from different households. If you do get together, follow these tips
to help reduce the risk: * Gather outdoors if you can. * Limit guests to your immediate household. * Keep
the guest list to 10 people or fewer. * Wear your mask and keep at least 6 feet away from others, even family
and friends. * Wash your hands often.
Remember all the rules you’ve learned during
COVID-19. You’re probably feeling pandemic fatigue after scaling back you activities since March.
But as we head into the winter it’s more important
than ever to be vigilant: * Stay 6 feet away from
others, indoors and out. * Wear your mask anytime
you’re around others, even outdoors. * Wash your
hands frequently and use hand sanitizer that
contains at least 60% alcohol if you don’t have
access to soap and water. * Stay home if you don’t
feel well and seek medical attention if you have
symptoms of COVID–19.

Check out the table of symptoms of COVID-19, influenza or the flu,
the common cold and seasonal allergies.

Wear your mask the way you should. Wearing
your mask correctly will help keep you safe and
others safe as well. Your mask should cover your
nose and mouth completely and fit snugly to your
face. When you take it off to eat or drink, remove it
completely and lay it face down on a paper towel.
Recognize that this year, the holidays will be
different. Feelings of isolation and loneliness
are common during the holidays. Those feelings
might be amplified this year because of the pandemic. You may also feel frustrated and disappointed that you can’t celebrate with your loved
ones in traditional ways. Be kind to yourself. Allow
yourself grace with what you may be feeling during
this time.
Your mental health is just as important as your physical health. If you or a loved one are experiencing
anxiety related to the coronavirus pandemic, help is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Call the
COVID-19 CareLine at 1-800-720-9616.
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Advocacy at CCBDD | Ashley Hyde
Recently, the Carroll County People First group held a contest
for a tablet giveaway. Several individuals entered the contest
by writing a short paragraph explaining their need and how the
tablet would be used. Brittany was chosen as the winner of a
brand new Fire 7 Alexa Tablet. Congratulations Brittany!
During the last few months, I’ve have been recording how to
videos and posting them on Facebook. Visit facebook.com/
carrollcbdd or facebook.com/ccpeoplefirst to see the videos
demonstrating how to apply for a library card, how to draw
a character, how to try out for a play and how to make
pumpkin cookies.
November’s Advocacy meetings, held at Mayle Homes
and Starlight, were fun and interactive. Small groups
played The Price is Right and were rewarded with prizes
when guessing prices correctly.
A Christmas Talent Show will be held via Facebook on December 22 at
4:00 PM. Come watch and spread some holiday cheer with us.
In the new year, the Carroll County People First group will be holding a
logo contest. Everyone is welcome to participate!
For more information regarding any topics discussed above, please
contact Ashley Hyde at 330-627-6555 / 330-432-1879 or email
ahyde@carrollcbdd.org

Holidays in the High School Classroom
What a busy year we have had! The students celebrated Halloween by dressing up, passing out candy
and Trick or Treating in the gym. They also decorated Halloween cookies for our class party. Everyone
had the option of choosing icing, sprinkles and/or chocolate shavings for their cookies. The students
really loved these activities.
In November, the students practiced life
skills by creating a Thanksgiving meal
shopping list and then shopping for the
items on the list. Staff and students
created a small Thanksgiving meal, which
was delicious.
Finally, in December, we’ve been getting
ready for Christmas by decorating the
Carroll Hills School Christmas tree. The
students also helped decorate our
classroom door by working in pairs to
create ugly Christmas sweaters. Lastly,
we wrote Christmas wish lists and talked
about family traditions. What an exciting
time of the year!

Nancy Boley, High School Teacher
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It has been an interesting year for Special Olympics in Carroll County. It started out with sports in January
and February and then a shut down from March through June. We were able to have our first season of
golf from July through September, followed with bowling and basketball in November only to be shut down
again in December. Despite the hardships, we were still able to play three different sports and have a
blast while doing it. We accomplished this without any outbreaks of Covid-19. As of now, sports will
resume in January 2021. I look forward to what the new year will look like for the Carroll County Cougars!
Carroll County Special Olympic athletes recently participated in an Art Contest/Auction with Special
Olympics Ohio. Participants were given a blank 16x20 canvas and were asked to create a piece of art
showing “What does Special Olympics mean to you?” Four of our artist’s pieces were chosen for the State
Auction. This auction was held online on December 9th and 10th. The top four canvases were created by
Stacy T., Randy S., Devin B., and Fred W. We are so proud of these four, as well as all the artists. The
rest of the artwork (approximately 60 pieces) will be sold at our local auction which will be held in early
2021.

There were a lot of changes in 2020 for Special Olympics. We said goodbye to some amazing people
who dedicated a lot of years to the Carroll County Special Olympics program. We appreciate all the time,
effort and love that you put making it a success. You will be missed Tomi, JoAnn and Tara.

Ashley Hyde
Carroll County Special Olympics
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Starlight Enterprises, Carrollton

We like keeping busy here at Carrollton Starlight Enterprises making items to
sell. Stop by the Carrollton location or the Starlight Art Gift Shop at the New
Towne Mall in New Philadelphia and take a look at our crafts, art work,
homemade soaps and gourd birdhouses we have on display for purchase.

We also volunteer at the FFA Camp Muskingum helping with up-keep, cleaning and
sometimes in the gift shop when needed.
Most of our folks participate in Special Olympics sports so when
Special Olympics Coordinator, Ashley Hyde, asked athletes to
participate in a statewide art contest, they
accepted the challenge. This was a really fun
activity with each canvas showing creativity and
individuality. Congratulations to Devon, whose
artwork was chosen for the next round of
judging in Columbus. Good luck!
At Starlight, we celebrate every holiday so for
Veteran's Day, displays were made in honor of
our Veterans. Thank you for your service.
Since Christmas is right around the corner, we
teamed up with Pieces with Purpose (PWP) to make large
ornaments with PWP employees name painted on each one.
They turned out really nice and can be seen hanging outside
on PWP’s front porch.

Pieces with Purpose
A custom T-shirt business promoting independence
and purpose for our family and community members
with special needs.
Call or email us for any orders or questions
330-627-1854 - Pieceswp581@gmail.com
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The Intermediate class is staying busy, busy, busy!
We have made so much progress this year with
letter recognition and writing and also managed to
have some fun along the way. The students have
adapted so well to the new classroom routine, new
teacher and new staff. We have also seen
amazing student daily attendance and I think this
is due to the fantastic job that our classroom and
other school staff have doing cleaning rooms,
restrooms, buses and more. My students are
counting down the days until Christmas and also
participated in the school wide door decorating
contest. The students helped to trim our tree,
make decorations and came up with few lines for
the Twelve Days of Christmas printed on our door.
I am so proud of my students and cannot wait to
see what the rest of the year has in store for them.
Roz Pridemore
Intermediate Teacher

School Art News
Our kids have been working hard this
year making crafts and creating art.
Painting is the favorite art activity
among the students. They recently
participated in the Special Oylmpics
Art Auction where they were asked to
create a project that reflected what
Special Olympics meant to them.
Everyone did a wonderful job!
Jen Collins
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Pre-K
News

The Pre-K students have been working hard this
holiday season. We have covered units on
thankfulness and Thanksgiving and now everyone’s
favorite, Christmas. During the past couple months
we’ve enjoyed a classroom Thanksgiving feast,
we’ve tried to catch a turkey that ended up making a
mess in our classroom instead, held a Thanksgiving Parade and have had multiple
dance parties. We are looking forward to Polar Express Day when we’ll be able to
wear our PJ’s to school and also our Christmas Party! We’ve have had a very
special visitor arrive to our classroom all the way from the North Pole, our Elf
on the Shelf. The AM class named him Buddy and the PM class named Elfie.
We are very thankful in Pre-K because through Donor Choose we were able
to raise enough money for new Flexible Seating in our room. The students
love their new table and chairs and are excited to sit there to do their work.
From all of us in Pre-K, Happy Holidays!
Mrs. Carte

Help Santa find his presents
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Preschool 2
News

We are enjoying the holiday season in Preschool 2. In
November, we disguised turkeys to make peacock
turkeys, Santa turkeys, hunter turkeys and even a
snowman turkey! We enjoyed a Thanksgiving
meal together and perused our Macy’s Day
Parade floats. The students shared what they
were thankful for and one little guy was even
grateful for George, our classroom mascot. We
kicked off our Christmas celebration with a visit
from Santa Claus. Through all the fun, every
child is learning and growing and friendships
are being forged.
Mary Service
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Promoting positive awareness of people
with developmental disabilities
Carroll County Board of
Developmental Disabilities
P.O. Box 429, Carrollton, OH 44615.
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Raye Oheidhin
Debra Shaw
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Diana Strader
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Matt Campbell
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CCBDD News— Editor, JoAnn Hilliard, Ryan Buck,& Amy Swaim, Co-Editors. Send information or inquires to jhilliard@carrollcbdd.org or call 330-627-6555

From all of us here at Carroll County Board of DD

12/21 and 12/22 - School Closed
12/23 -1/1/2020 - Christmas Break for the Entire Program
1/4 - Entire Program Resumes after Break
1/18- Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - Entire Program Closed
1/20- Self-Advocacy Zoom 4PM
Contact Ashley for invitation at CCBDD

2/12 - Carroll Hills Council meeting, 3:30 PM held at
The Board Offices, 540 High St. NW
2/15- President’s Day - Entire Program Closed
2/17- Self-Advocacy Zoom 4PM
Contact Ashley for invitation at CCBDD
3/ 9- Carroll Hills Council meeting, 3:30 PM held at
The Board Offices, 540 High St. NW
4/11 and 4/15 - Parent Teacher Conference 3:30-7:00 PM
4/1 - School Closed—Conference Comp Day

4/2- 4/5 - Spring Break—Entire Program Closed

Let’s pray that during
Cougars won 70-68
this Christmas season,
Love replaces hate,
Faith replaces fear,
and people remember
the Bond we all share.
Country Corner

